
The Global Awareness Certificate is a Certificate of Special Study awarded for successfully complet-
ing at least 12 semester units as described below. It can be tailored to a particular area of study by 

programs, departments, or colleges/schools and certifies that a student has achieved a set of outcomes 
denoting a level of competency in the international arena.

The following broad parameters apply to the Global Awareness Certificate:

1. Must be a minimum of 12 units.
2. Must include completion of Social Sciences 16 - Introduction to Global Studies (3 units).  
 This course in only offered in the fall semester.
3. Must include the equivalent of at least one year of foreign language (two years of high school foreign   
 language).
4. Must include at least one study abroad experience.
5. Must include at least one course (3 unit minimum) in the student’s major (or closely related field) 
  dealing with international aspects of the major. These courses are identified by individual  
 departments and colleges.

     Courses that fulfill requirement #5 are listed in a table on page 2 of this document.

How to Apply for the Certificate

Students wishing to earn this certificate should complete the Application for Global Awareness Cer-
tificate (linked on the website: www.fresnostate.edu/cge/global.html) indicating how they fulfilled the 
requirements. The application is then submitted to the Chair of the department offering the certificate for 
review and approval. 

Each college/school is responsible for awarding the Global Awareness Certificate to eligible students 
based on the criteria above. A standardized template is linked on the CGE website (www.fresnostate.
edu/cge/international/global.html). The Dean and Department Chair sign the certificate and retain the 
original application. A copy of the approved application should be forwarded to the Dean of Undergrad-
uate Studies. 

Please note that the Global Awareness Certificate is not recorded on the student’s academic record.  
It is reported to the Dean of Undergraduate Studies. 
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Department Course(s)

Agricultural Business AGBS 140

Chicano and Latin American Studies CLAS 171

Communication COMM 171

Criminology  CRIM 109

Fashion Merchandising FM 133

Food Science and Nutrition NUTR 170

Geography GEOG 165, 166

Industrial Technology Any 2 of IT 106, 137, 184

Kinesiology KINES 111

Liberal Studies Any 3-unit upper division course from the study 
abroad experience

Linguistics LING 115, 120, 151

Marketing and Logistics MKTG 115, 140

Mathematics MATH 143

Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures FREN 109, FREN 149, HUM 108, HUM 110,  
SPAN 125, SPAN 129, SPAN 148T

Music MUSIC 170A, 171

Nursing NURS 141, 141L

Philosophy PHIL 139, 158

Political Science PLSCI 121, 122, 125, 126, 128T, 141, 144T, 145T, 
147, 148

Recreation Administration RA 130

Women’s Studies WS 136T
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Courses that fulfill requirement #5 for the Global Awareness Certificate of Special Study:


